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There are very few records of truffles from Wyre Forest, 

perhaps not that surprising as they are subterranean 

species that need a trained pig or dog to locate them 

beneath the soil surface. The soil type of the forest 

is generally too acidic for most truffles as they prefer 

more calcareous soils, typically on chalk or limestone. 

Over the years I have only recorded three species; 

even these are not the true truffles but they are within 

the general fungal group. False truffles tend not to be 

completely hidden but just visible on the soil surface  

often beneath a covering of leaves or pine needles. 

They are not prized for their edibility.

Rhizopogon is a genus of ectomycorrhizal 

Basidiomycetes that are found in association with trees 

in the family Pinaceae and are especially common 

symbionts of pines and firs including Douglas fir 

trees. They are thought to play an important role in 

the ecology of coniferous forests. The fungi form 

hypogeous fruitbodies or sporocarps "false truffles" 

often adorned with mycelial cords and “rhizomorphs” 

that attach the sporocarp to the surrounding substrate. 

Recent study has established that Rhizopogon is a 

member of the Boletales, closely related to Suillus. 

(Wikipedia 2020).

Rhizopogon luteolus, Yellow False Truffle is a species 

I have found a few times occurring under Scots Pine 

in the forest. It is quite scarce though, the fruitbodies 

about 20-25mm across occurring in groups, are perhaps 

under recorded. (Bingham 2007). There are over 300 

records in the UK but most are from Scotland.

Rhizopogon roseolus, Blushing False Truffle was 

spotted by Denise Bingham growing under a mature 

Pinus nigra, Corsican Pine at Postensplain, Wyre Forest 

on 15th September 2020. A few fruitbodies were seen 

at first but we discovered several dozen spread over a 

small area near the tree base. Most were small - about 

10-15mm across - but had a distinctive pink colour 

when bruised and a rather unpleasant smell. Despite 

several other mature trees nearby no other locations 

for the fungus could be discovered. As is often the case 

with fungi they defy our understanding why they often 

only appear in one location when many other areas look 

perfectly good! It appears this was the first record for 

Shropshire but there is an old record for Wyre made in 

1987 but I can find no information on the location. The 

species is somewhat more frequent in Scotland and 

in southern England but appears to be quite scarce 

with only 77 records on the British Mycological Society 

(BMS)/ National Biodiversity Network (NBN) Database.

The third species found in Wyre is Choiromyces 

meandriformis, White Truffle, a much larger species 40-

70mm across usually associated with deciduous trees 

and more acid soils but also often found half-buried in 

the soil. Several have been found over the years in Wyre 

but it appears to be very scarce with just 29 records on 

the BMS/NBN database and as with many fungi finding 

one is a matter of luck! This species is considered to be 

rare and critically endangered in most of Europe. 

More truffle-type species may well occur in the forest 

but they tend to be discovered by the expert hunters 

interested in the culinary value; humble mycologists 

tend to miss them! But please remember disturbing 

the forest soils needs special permission and can be 

harmful to other forest wildlife.
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